China plans Al export curbs to exert control over key
tech
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China proposed adding advanced artificial intelligence technologies to its export-
control list, potentially restricting overseas transfers of AI models and chip designs
in an effort to tighten control over homegrown advancements in a strategically
important sector.

The draft proposal covers 23 Al technologies, including large language models,
agents, chip designs and computing clusters. Restricted technologies would include

model weights and source code for products exceeding certain performance
thresholds.


https://www.straitstimes.com/newsletter-signup?ref=inline-article

Chinese Al startups have in summer 2026 made significant progress in closing the
gap on US industry leaders. Models like Moonshot AI’s Kimi K3 and DeepSeek’s
latest editions offer better pricing and Chinese companies also favour the approach
of sharing the weights — used to steer an Al system toward finding an answer — of
their models to encourage developers to build on top of them.

They are also increasingly looking for markets beyond China, with the likes of Z.Al
making their wares available on US cloud service providers like Amazon Web
Services.

The proposal forms part of a broader effort to control 40 technologies across

industries where Chinese companies have become increasingly competitive. It
would also.cover fivve hinmedical technolnoiec and 12 enlar technaolngiec innluding
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The proposal would restrict exports of core technology for models trained on
“important data” and containing at least 2 trillion parameters — like Kimi K3 or
Alibaba Group Holding’s Qwen3.8-Max — or ranking among the world’s top 10 on
measures including performance, usage and safety.

China’s cyberspace regulator broadly defines such data as information that, if
leaked, may endanger national security, economic operation, social stability or
public safety.



The new Chinese guidelines are likely to stoke uncertainty in an Al industry already
grappling with strict content controls, a licencing regime and potential US sanctions.
The proposed restrictions against shipping mega-parameter models abroad are
likely to hamper development given Al labs are training ever larger platforms: in
September, Alibaba declared plans to develop models with between 5 and 10 trillion
parameters, far larger than what’s common today, for longer and more complex
tasks.

Open-source technology and research already in the public domain would not be
covered, and the government will provide streamlined procedures, such as
automatic licensing, to exports involving open-source Al technologies.
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More on this topic

China’s Tencent says Al agents showed unintended browsing behaviour

Taiwan to curb Al chip exports to China as part of US trade deal

See more on
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