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List of countries by public sector size

This is a list of countries by public sector size, calculated as the number of public sector employees as a percentage of the

total workforce. Information is based mainly on data from the OECDMII3] and the ILO.1! If a source has figures for more
than one year, only the most recent figure is used (with notes for exceptional circumstances).

In the former Eastern Bloc countries, the public sector in 1989 accounted for between 70% and over 90% of total
employment.[S] In China a full 78.3% of the urban labor force were employed in the public sector by 1978, the year the
Chinese economic reform was launched, after which the rates dropped. Jin Zeng estimates the numbers were 56.4% in 1995
and 32.8% in 2003,%) while other estimates are higher.[7][8][9] In 2021, public sector employees made up an estimated 23%

of employees in China.1%]

In OECD countries, the average public sector employment rate was 21.3% in 2013.1
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a. GCC estimates by Baldwin-Edwards are state employment as a proportion of total employment. The
employment of nationals is primarily in the state sector, with migrant workers dominating the private sector.

b. The number of employees in Colombia's public sector is underestimated because subcontracting and
outsourcing are common in many government agencies.

c. India's public sector still accounted for 69% of the country's organised workforce.

d. OECD average for 2013 does not include Australia, the Czech Republic, Germany, South Korea, Ireland and
Portugal.

See also

= List of countries by employment rate
= List of countries by government spending as percentage of GDP
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