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Apple to limit AirDrop ‘everyone’ setting to 10
minutes

The change is coming first in China, but will roll out to the rest of the world next
year.

By Jason Cross
Senior Editor, Macworld | NOV 10, 2022 12:35 PM PST
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AirDrop is great. It's a fast and convenient way to send all sorts of data directly
between Apple devices—contacts, photos, videos, web links, you name it. After
the initial connection is made, the data is sent directly over Wi-Fi between devices
in a peer-to-peer connection.

By default, AirDrop is set to allow incoming connection requests from Contacts
Only, but that setting can be changed to Everyone—popular among protesters and
teens alike. Starting with iOS 16.1.1, users in China will find that the “Everyone”
option has changed to “Everyone for 10 minutes.” Apple won’t admit why this
change is being made in China, but the peer-to-peer nature of AirDrop has made
it popular for spreading anti-government protest material, and hopping into your
settings every 10 minutes to re-enable the ability to receive AirDrop from
strangers makes it a lot less useful for that.

Importantly, this change is not going to be limited to China. Apple confirmed to
Bloomberg’s Mark Gurman that the change will go global next year in an effort to


https://www.macworld.com/black-friday
https://www.macworld.com/article/678251/macos-13-ventura-features-compatibility-download-install.html
https://www.macworld.com/article/631448/ios-16-features-compatibility-how-to-update.html
https://www.macworld.com/article/1351959/iphone-15-plus-pro-ultra-rumors-specs-release-price.html
https://www.macworld.com/article/672801/best-iphone-deals.html
https://www.macworld.com/article/668850/best-mac-antivirus-2022-which-av-software-should-you-install.html
https://www.macworld.com/article/231047/best-vpn-for-mac.html
https://www.macworld.com/newsletters/signup
https://www.facebook.com/Macworld/
https://twitter.com/macworld
https://www.youtube.com/user/macworld
https://www.linkedin.com/company/macworld/
https://www.macworld.com/about/affiliate-link-policy
https://www.macworld.com/
https://www.macworld.com/iphone
https://www.macworld.com/iphone/news
https://www.macworld.com/author/jcross
https://www.macworld.com/article/1375998/ios-ipad-16-1-1-bug-fixes-security-updates.html
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=111346X1569486&url=https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-11-10/apple-limits-iphone-file-sharing-tool-used-for-protests-in-china&xcust=1-1-1377200-1-0-0&sref=https://www.macworld.com/article/1377200/apple-to-limit-airdrop-everyone-setting-to-10-minutes.html
https://www.macworld.com/

Sponsored Stories

reduce AirDrop spam and abuse. Having your AirDrop settings set to Everyone
doesn’t mean anyone can send you anything—you have to confirm each transfer,
after all. But it potentially lets your name and contacts image be seen by anyone
looking to send via AirDrop, and it shows a preview of the file before you accept
the transfer, both of which can be anenues for abuse.

Apple Watch Series 7

-

1) 10:00 )4

’( A70° L3 !('

MSRP: From $399
Best Prices Today: $379.00 at Adorama | $414.99 at Amazon | $529.95 at Newegg
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