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Australia says U.S. facial recognition software firm Clearview breached privacy law
By Byron Kaye
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SYDNEY, Nov 3 (Reuters) - An Australian regulator on Wednesday ordered U.S. facial recognition software company

Clearview Al Inc to stop collecting images from websites and destroy data collected in the country after an investigation
found it breached privacy laws.
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Privately owned Clearview, which cross-references photos scraped from social media websites with a database of billions of
images, collected Australians' sensitive information without consent and without checking its matches were accurate, the

Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC) said.
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The finding shows a growing backlash by regulators against the controversial technology, which is being used or tested by
law enforcement agencies around the world. In June, a Canadian regulator found that country's police broke the law by using

Clearview's technology until it was banned there.
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The OAIC is investigating the Australian Federal Police (AFP) over a trial of Clearview software it ran between October 2019

and March 2020. The office added on Wednesday that it was still finalising that investigation.
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The New York-based company's actions fell "well short of Australians' expectations' and carried "significant risk of harm to
individuals, including vulnerable groups such as children and victims of crime, whose images can be searched on Clearview

Al's database", Information Commissioner Angelene Falk said in a statement.
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"The covert collection of this kind of sensitive information is unreasonably intrusive and unfair," she added.

A lawyer for Clearview in Australia, Mark Love, said the company would seek a review of the decision with the Administrative

Appeals Tribunal and that the finding showed the information commissioner misunderstood its business.

"Not only has the commissioner's decision missed the mark on Clearview Al's manner of operation, the commissioner lacks

jurisdiction," Love said in an email.
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"Clearview Al has not violated any law, nor has it interfered with the privacy of Australians. Clearview Al does not do business

in Australia (and) does not have any Australian users."

The AFP did not respond to a request for comment.

The OAIC ordered Clearview to "cease collecting facial images and biometric templates from individuals in Australia, and to

destroy existing images and templates collected from Australia".

The U.K. Information Commissioner's Office, which worked with the Australians on the Clearview investigation, said it was

considering next steps because the countries have different privacy laws.

This week Facebook Inc (FB.O) said it was shutting down its facial recognition software because "regulators are still in the

process of providing a clear set of rules". read more
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Reporting by Byron Kaye; Editing by Gerry Doyle and Christian Schmollinger
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Merck, Eisai to discontinue late-stage study for skin cancer

Future of Health - April 7, 2023
Merck & Co Inc and Eisai Co Ltd said on Friday they were discontinuing a late-stage study of
Keytruda plus Lenvima for the treatment of adults with unresectable or metastatic melanoma,

as the trial did not show improvement in overall survival.

Product Liability
Tesla recalls 422 U.S. vehicles over suspension part

April 7, 2023

Media & Telecom
Paramount explores sale of majority stake in streaming service Noggin - WSJ

April 7, 2023

Media & Telecom
Telecom ltalia's top investor criticises CEO bonus payment, sources say

April 7, 2023


https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/merck-eisai-discontinue-late-stage-study-skin-cancer-2023-04-07/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/merck-eisai-discontinue-late-stage-study-skin-cancer-2023-04-07/
https://www.reuters.com/business/future-of-health/
https://www.reuters.com/tags/product-liability/
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/tesla-recalls-422-us-vehicles-over-suspension-part-2023-04-07/
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/tesla-recalls-422-us-vehicles-over-suspension-part-2023-04-07/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/paramount-explores-sale-majority-stake-noggin-streaming-service-wsj-2023-04-07/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/paramount-explores-sale-majority-stake-noggin-streaming-service-wsj-2023-04-07/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/telecom-italias-top-investor-criticises-ceo-bonus-payment-sources-say-2023-04-07/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/telecom-italias-top-investor-criticises-ceo-bonus-payment-sources-say-2023-04-07/

Hydro

Saudi provides $240 mln for Pakistan hydro-power dam

April 7, 2023

Latest

Home

Media

K Videos(*
(©) Pictures(?
(A Graphics(?

About Reuters

About Reuters (3

Careers(J

Reuters News Agency (0

Brand Attribution Guidelines (%
Reuters Leadership (3

Reuters Fact Check (2

Reuters Diversity Report (3

Stay Informed

Download the App (3

Newsletters (7

Information you can trust

Reuters, the news and media division of Thomson Reuters, is the world'’s largest multimedia news provider, reaching

Browse

World

Business

Legal

Markets
Breakingviews
Technology
Investigations (3
Lifestyle

billions of people worldwide every day. Reuters provides business, financial, national and international news to

professionals via desktop terminals, the world's media organizations, industry events and directly to consumers.

Follow Us

SACICHCIE)

Thomson Reuters Products

Westlaw (7

Build the strongest argument relying on
authoritative content, attorney-editor expertise,
and industry defining technology.

Onesource (%

The most comprehensive solution to manage all
your complex and ever-expanding tax and
compliance needs.

Checkpoint %

The industry leader for online information for tax,
accounting and finance professionals.


https://www.reuters.com/
https://www.reuters.com/video/
https://www.reuters.com/news/pictures
https://www.reuters.com/graphics/
https://www.reuters.com/world/
https://www.reuters.com/business/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/
https://www.reuters.com/breakingviews/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/
https://www.reuters.com/lifestyle/
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/about/about-us/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/careers.html
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=reuters&utm_campaign=site-referral&utm_content=us&utm_term=0
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/about/about-us/brand-attribution-guidelines/
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/about/leadership-team/
https://www.reuters.com/fact-check/
https://www.reuters.com/DiversityReportApril2022
https://www.reuters.com/tools/mobile/us
https://reuters.com/newsletters/
https://www.twitter.com/Reuters
https://www.facebook.com/Reuters
https://www.instagram.com/Reuters
https://www.youtube.com/user/ReutersVideo
https://www.linkedin.com/company/10256858/
https://www.reuters.com/tags/hydro/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/saudi-provides-240-mln-pakistan-hydro-power-dam-2023-04-07/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/saudi-provides-240-mln-pakistan-hydro-power-dam-2023-04-07/
https://legal.thomsonreuters.com/en/products/westlaw
https://tax.thomsonreuters.com/en/onesource
https://tax.thomsonreuters.com/en/checkpoint

Refinitiv Products

Refinitiv Workspace [}

Access unmatched financial data, news and
content in a highly-customised workflow
experience on desktop, web and mobile.

Advertise With Us (7 Advertising Guidelines [

Refinitiv Data Catalogue [}

Browse an unrivalled portfolio of real-time and
historical market data and insights from
worldwide sources and experts.

All quotes delayed a minimum of 15 minutes. See here for a complete list of exchanges and delays.

Cookies[7 TermsofUse(” Privacy(7 Digital Accessibility(7 Corrections([7 Site Feedback [7

© 2023 Reuters. All rights reserved

Refinitiv World-Check (3

Screen for heightened risk individual and entities
globally to help uncover hidden risks in business
relationships and human networks.


https://www.reutersagency.com/en/services/advertising-solutions/
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/advertising-guidelines/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/privacy-statement.html#cookies
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/terms-of-use/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/privacy-statement.html
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/policies/digital-accessibility-policy.html
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/contact-us/
https://trdigital.iad1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8kte8gArGyCGVhz
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/disclaimer/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/policies/copyright.html
https://www.refinitiv.com/en/products/refinitiv-workspace
https://www.refinitiv.com/en/financial-data
https://www.refinitiv.com/en/products/world-check-kyc-screening













