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Federal energy minister Chris Bowen was obviously prepared for a bunch of different
questions on Thursday when he outlined more plans for a massive new offshore wind zone

(https://reneweconomy.com.au/variable-baseload-second-offshore-wind-zone-in-works-as-
talks-begin-on-hunter/) that could host up to 8GW of the giant turbines some 20kms off the
Newcastle coast.

One question might have caught him by surprise came from a journalist asking if the massive

wind turbines presented a national security risk, because they could be “blown up” by an
enemy. Bowen handled it pretty well.
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(https://reneweconomy.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Screen-Shot-2023-02-24-at-
9.10.19-am.png)As Bowen as others have since pointed out, bombing targets in existing

energy infrastructure, based around the fossil fuel industry, are many, and bigger and likely
easier to hit: Oil tankers, power stations, railroads etc.

But the question – which apparently came from a reporter with the Newcastle Herald – might
not have been as daft it sounds. In Europe, the issue is front of mind for some intelligence

services, still reeling from the explosions in the Nord Stream gas line late last year.

In the Netherlands, the Dutch General and Military Intelligence and Security Services (AVID
and MVID) have reportedly sent a letter to the government about cover activities conducted by
Russia, including the potentially sabotage of Dutch energy infrastructure in the North Sea.

The agencies warned that they have information on Russia mapping the country’s North Sea
infrastructure, including gas pipelines, offshore wind farms, and internet cables.
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Dutch naval authorities recently escorted a Russian war ship away from a Dutch-owned
offshore wind farm, and in a media brie�ng earlier this week, (https://maritime-

executive.com/article/netherlands-accuses-russia-of-spying-on-offshore-wind-farms) Dutch
military o�cials accused Russia of spying on western assets including offshore wind farms.

“We saw in recent months that Russian actors tried to uncover how the energy system works
in the North Sea. It is the �rst time we have seen this,” General Jan Swillens of MIVD said

during the press brie�ng.

The report asserts that Russia was attempting to map out the wind farm and possibly other
infrastructure elements. Other countries such as Norway have reported unauthorized drones
operating near some of its offshore oil platforms.

The UK in January acquired two former commercial offshore vessels to be assigned to the
Royal Navy, one to protect subsea assets such as cables, and another to �nd and destroy
threats such as mines that could be used to damage pipelines, cables, and other undersea
assets.

 

()

https://maritime-executive.com/article/netherlands-accuses-russia-of-spying-on-offshore-wind-farms
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://reneweconomy.com.au/national-security-would-an-enemy-really-try-to-blow-up-an-offshore-wind-farm-in-australia/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/national-security-would-an-enemy-really-try-to-blow-up-an-offshore-wind-farm-in-australia/


 Tweet (https://twitter.com/share?&text=National%20security%3A%20


(mailto:?
subject=National%20security%3A%20Would%20an%20enemy%20really%20try%20to%20blo
security-would-an-enemy-really-try-to-blow-up-an-offshore-wind-farm-in-australia/)

 (https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://reneweconomy.com.au/natio

 (whatsapp://send?text=https://reneweconomy.com.au/national-security-would-an-enemy-re

 (https://t.me/share/url?&text=National%20security%3A%20Would%20an%20enemy%20rea

 (http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https://reneweconomy.com.au/national-security-would

← Previous
Solar farms drive �rst pro�t for Genex as
focus turns to battery and hydro storage

(https://reneweconomy.com.au/solar-
farms-drive-�rst-pro�t-for-genex-as-focus-
turns-to-battery-and-hydro-storage/)

Giles Parkinson (https://reneweconomy.com.au/author/giles/)
Giles Parkinson is founder and editor of Renew Economy
(https://reneweconomy.wpengine.com/), and is also the founder of One Step Off The
Grid (http://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/) and founder/editor of the EV-focused The Driven
(https://thedriven.io/). Giles has been a journalist for 40 years and is a former business
and deputy editor of the Australian Financial Review.

 (https://twitter.com/GilesParkinson)

 (https://www.linkedin.com/in/giles-parkinson-47b21516/)

()

https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://reneweconomy.com.au/national-security-would-an-enemy-really-try-to-blow-up-an-offshore-wind-farm-in-australia/
https://twitter.com/share?&text=National%20security%3A%20Would%20an%20enemy%20really%20try%20to%20blow%20up%20an%20offshore%20wind%20farm%20in%20Australia%3F&url=https://reneweconomy.com.au/national-security-would-an-enemy-really-try-to-blow-up-an-offshore-wind-farm-in-australia/
mailto:?subject=National%20security%3A%20Would%20an%20enemy%20really%20try%20to%20blow%20up%20an%20offshore%20wind%20farm%20in%20Australia%3F&body=National%20security%3A%20Would%20an%20enemy%20really%20try%20to%20blow%20up%20an%20offshore%20wind%20farm%20in%20Australia%3F%20https://reneweconomy.com.au/national-security-would-an-enemy-really-try-to-blow-up-an-offshore-wind-farm-in-australia/
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://reneweconomy.com.au/national-security-would-an-enemy-really-try-to-blow-up-an-offshore-wind-farm-in-australia/
whatsapp://send?text=https://reneweconomy.com.au/national-security-would-an-enemy-really-try-to-blow-up-an-offshore-wind-farm-in-australia/
https://t.me/share/url?&text=National%20security%3A%20Would%20an%20enemy%20really%20try%20to%20blow%20up%20an%20offshore%20wind%20farm%20in%20Australia%3F&url=https://reneweconomy.com.au/national-security-would-an-enemy-really-try-to-blow-up-an-offshore-wind-farm-in-australia/
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https://reneweconomy.com.au/national-security-would-an-enemy-really-try-to-blow-up-an-offshore-wind-farm-in-australia/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/solar-farms-drive-first-profit-for-genex-as-focus-turns-to-battery-and-hydro-storage/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/author/giles/
https://reneweconomy.wpengine.com/
http://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/
https://thedriven.io/
https://twitter.com/GilesParkinson
https://www.linkedin.com/in/giles-parkinson-47b21516/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/national-security-would-an-enemy-really-try-to-blow-up-an-offshore-wind-farm-in-australia/


Australia’s top 10 most installed solar panels and inverter brands
(https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/australias-top-10-most-installed-solar-panels-and-
inverter-brands/)

by Joshua S Hill (//onestepoffthegrid.com.au) on 22 February 2023

How I fully electri�ed my home – and seven tips to help you do it too
(https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/how-i-fully-electri�ed-my-home-and-seven-tips-to-
help-you-do-it-too/)

(https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/australias-top-10-most-installed-solar-panels-and-inverter-
brands/)

(https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/how-i-fully-electri�ed-my-home-and-seven-tips-to-help-you-
do-it-too/)

()

https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/australias-top-10-most-installed-solar-panels-and-inverter-brands/
https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/
https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/how-i-fully-electrified-my-home-and-seven-tips-to-help-you-do-it-too/
https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/australias-top-10-most-installed-solar-panels-and-inverter-brands/
https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/how-i-fully-electrified-my-home-and-seven-tips-to-help-you-do-it-too/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/national-security-would-an-enemy-really-try-to-blow-up-an-offshore-wind-farm-in-australia/


by Rob Asselman (//onestepoffthegrid.com.au) on 21 February 2023

Solar and battery microgrid powers state’s largest rail infrastructure project
(https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/solar-and-battery-microgrid-powers-states-largest-
rail-infrastructure-project/)

by Joshua S Hill (//onestepoffthegrid.com.au) on 20 February 2023

BMW signs up for greener aluminium in new deals with Rio Tinto
(https://thedriven.io/2023/02/23/bmw-signs-up-for-greener-aluminium-in-new-deals-

(https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/solar-and-battery-microgrid-powers-states-largest-rail-
infrastructure-project/)

(https://thedriven.io/2023/02/23/bmw-signs-up-for-greener-aluminium-in-new-deals-with-rio-
tinto/)

()

https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/
https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/solar-and-battery-microgrid-powers-states-largest-rail-infrastructure-project/
https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/
https://thedriven.io/2023/02/23/bmw-signs-up-for-greener-aluminium-in-new-deals-with-rio-tinto/
https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/solar-and-battery-microgrid-powers-states-largest-rail-infrastructure-project/
https://thedriven.io/2023/02/23/bmw-signs-up-for-greener-aluminium-in-new-deals-with-rio-tinto/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/national-security-would-an-enemy-really-try-to-blow-up-an-offshore-wind-farm-in-australia/


with-rio-tinto/)

by Joshua S. Hill (//thedriven.io) on 23 February 2023

Porsche has all-electric Cayenne in works for 2026
(https://thedriven.io/2023/02/23/porsche-has-all-electric-cayenne-in-works-for-2026/)

by Joshua S. Hill (//thedriven.io) on 23 February 2023

Tech issues with Hyundai’s latest EV drop leaves a few orphan Ioniq 5s and 6s still for
sale (https://thedriven.io/2023/02/23/tech-issues-with-hyundais-latest-ev-drop-leaves-
a-few-orphan-ioniq-5s-and-6s-still-for-sale/)

by Riz Akhtar (//thedriven.io) on 23 February 2023

(https://thedriven.io/2023/02/23/porsche-has-all-electric-cayenne-in-works-for-2026/)

(https://thedriven.io/2023/02/23/tech-issues-with-hyundais-latest-ev-drop-leaves-a-few-
orphan-ioniq-5s-and-6s-still-for-sale/)

()

https://thedriven.io/2023/02/23/bmw-signs-up-for-greener-aluminium-in-new-deals-with-rio-tinto/
https://thedriven.io/
https://thedriven.io/2023/02/23/porsche-has-all-electric-cayenne-in-works-for-2026/
https://thedriven.io/
https://thedriven.io/2023/02/23/tech-issues-with-hyundais-latest-ev-drop-leaves-a-few-orphan-ioniq-5s-and-6s-still-for-sale/
https://thedriven.io/
https://thedriven.io/2023/02/23/porsche-has-all-electric-cayenne-in-works-for-2026/
https://thedriven.io/2023/02/23/tech-issues-with-hyundais-latest-ev-drop-leaves-a-few-orphan-ioniq-5s-and-6s-still-for-sale/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/national-security-would-an-enemy-really-try-to-blow-up-an-offshore-wind-farm-in-australia/


Multimedia

 Energy Insiders Podcast: Will concentrated solar �nally have its day in the sun?
(https://reneweconomy.com.au/energy-insiders-podcast-will-concentrated-solar-�nally-
have-its-day-in-the-sun/)
17 Feb 2023 0

 Wind and solar take wholesale electricity prices below zero for whole week in Victoria
(https://reneweconomy.com.au/wind-and-solar-take-wholesale-electricity-prices-below-
zero-for-whole-week-in-victoria/)
17 Feb 2023 38

()

https://reneweconomy.com.au/energy-insiders-podcast-will-concentrated-solar-finally-have-its-day-in-the-sun/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/energy-insiders-podcast-will-concentrated-solar-finally-have-its-day-in-the-sun/#disqus_thread
https://reneweconomy.com.au/wind-and-solar-take-wholesale-electricity-prices-below-zero-for-whole-week-in-victoria/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/wind-and-solar-take-wholesale-electricity-prices-below-zero-for-whole-week-in-victoria/#disqus_thread
https://reneweconomy.com.au/national-security-would-an-enemy-really-try-to-blow-up-an-offshore-wind-farm-in-australia/


 Webinar: Crisis, contingencies and the green energy transition
(https://reneweconomy.com.au/webinar-crisis-contingencies-and-the-green-energy-
transition/)
16 Feb 2023 0

 Wind and solar output set landmark new milestone in Australia’s rapidly changing grid
(https://reneweconomy.com.au/wind-and-solar-output-set-landmark-new-milestone-in-
australias-rapidly-changing-grid/)
12 Feb 2023 16

()

https://reneweconomy.com.au/webinar-crisis-contingencies-and-the-green-energy-transition/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/webinar-crisis-contingencies-and-the-green-energy-transition/#disqus_thread
https://reneweconomy.com.au/wind-and-solar-output-set-landmark-new-milestone-in-australias-rapidly-changing-grid/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/wind-and-solar-output-set-landmark-new-milestone-in-australias-rapidly-changing-grid/#disqus_thread
https://reneweconomy.com.au/national-security-would-an-enemy-really-try-to-blow-up-an-offshore-wind-farm-in-australia/


 Energy Insiders Podcast: The Australian solar heroes bringing down coal and gas
(https://reneweconomy.com.au/energy-insiders-podcast-the-australian-solar-heroes-
bringing-down-coal-and-gas/)
10 Feb 2023 22

 West is best for wind farm performance as renewables blow away gas market share
(https://reneweconomy.com.au/west-is-best-for-wind-farm-performance-as-renewables-
blow-away-gas-market-share/)
9 Feb 2023 2

()

https://reneweconomy.com.au/energy-insiders-podcast-the-australian-solar-heroes-bringing-down-coal-and-gas/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/energy-insiders-podcast-the-australian-solar-heroes-bringing-down-coal-and-gas/#disqus_thread
https://reneweconomy.com.au/west-is-best-for-wind-farm-performance-as-renewables-blow-away-gas-market-share/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/west-is-best-for-wind-farm-performance-as-renewables-blow-away-gas-market-share/#disqus_thread
https://reneweconomy.com.au/national-security-would-an-enemy-really-try-to-blow-up-an-offshore-wind-farm-in-australia/


About RenewEconomy (https://reneweconomy.com.au/about/)

RenewEconomy Comment Policy

We welcome relevant and respectful discussion, but rudeness and personal
attacks will not be tolerated.

Please read our Comment Policy before commenting.

Got it

Share Best Newest Oldest

2 Comments 1 Login

LOG IN WITH OR SIGN UP WITH DISQUS

Name

Join the discussion…

?

AntiLobbytocracy  

Reply •

− ⚑

32 minutes ago

If an enemy was going to blow anything up, I would rather they blow up a wind turbine than a nuclear
power station. The contamination risks of the latter would be horrendous.
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Of course many of us remember or are aware of oil tankers being sunk and crucial routes overseas
being blocked. In general terms electri�cation makes our energy environment safer.
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