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Launceston looks at making green
hydrogen on-site with solar farm on
airport land
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Launceston Airport may be in for a green energy makeover as a new partnership with

Countrywide Hydrogen was announced today that could see ‘green’ hydrogen being produced

on-site.

Countrywide, a subsidiary of ASX-listed ReNu Energy, says it will investigate the feasibility of

generating hydrogen through the electrolysis of water, using solar power generated on

disused airport land, to produce a fully-green hydrogen fuel.

Countrywide already has major hydrogen projects in the pipeline, including the Melbourne

Hydrogen Hub (https://research.csiro.au/hyresource/melbourne-hydrogen-hub/), a partnership

with the Tasmanian government (https://esdnews.com.au/countrywide-driving-tasmanias-

green-hydrogen-future/) to introduce hydrogen to the energy sector in the north of the state,

and the Hydrogen Portland (https://research.csiro.au/hyresource/hydrogen-portland-project/)

project in southwest Victoria, all of which are still under discussion.

The company says hydrogen production onshore in Tasmania could support the

decarbonisation of the state’s heavy transport industry – that’s important, since transport and

logistics make up around 6%
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(https://www.skills.tas.gov.au/about/the_tasmanian_workforce/industry_information_and_profil

es/transport_and_logistics_fact_sheet) of the state’s economic output.

Though hydrogen-powered trucks are still in their infancy, a flurry of new trials of hydrogen-

powered trucks have been announced this year, including Australia’s first hydrogen-fuelled

garbage trucks (https://www.pv-magazine-australia.com/2022/03/22/australias-first-hydrogen-

fuelled-garbage-trucks-to-hit-queensland-streets-this-year/), slated to hit Queensland streets

by the end of this year.

There are also hydrogen-fuelled trucks for the transportation of zinc

(https://arena.gov.au/news/driving-down-emissions-in-heavy-transport-with-renewable-

hydrogen/) from the Sun Metals refinery in Townsville, Queensland, which are expected to

arrive in December.

Not all hydrogen is created equally, though. The hydrogen that will power Pure Hydrogen and

JJ’s Waste & Recycling’s Queensland garbage-truck trial, for example, is so-called ‘blue’

hydrogen, made by steam reforming using natural gas, with the resultant CO2 emissions

either off-set or sequestered.

Countrywide, on the other hand, will look to produce fully-green hydrogen, with no GHG

emissions at any point in the production chain.
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Countrywide also says the use of behind-the-meter solar power to produce the hydrogen will

make the fuel cheaper and more competitive.

“We are incredibly excited by the number of complementary hub opportunities this

collaboration could afford Northern Tasmania, including on-site hydrogen refuelling for bus

and truck operators looking to decarbonise their vehicle fleet, while offering fuel cell vehicle

servicing, maintenance and upskilling diesel mechanics and technicians,” said Geoff Drucker,

Countrywide managing director.

Launceston Airport CEO Shane O’Hare said that, if successful, the project would support the

company’s emissions reduction targets.

“We have set a target of net-zero Scope 1 and 2 emissions by 2025, and this project could

help us to achieve that through the provision of solar-powered electricity,” he said.

“It could also support our vision to develop a logistics hub at Western Junction encompassing

road, rail and air. The ability for heavy transport to refuel here using hydrogen would support

the Tasmanian Government’s emissions reduction targets.”

Tasmania’s Minister for Energy and Renewables, Guy Barnett, is optimistic about the project.

“Hydrogen is a burgeoning industry and Tasmania has plans to be a leading – and genuinely

green – hydrogen producer,” Barnett said.

“Through our Future Gas Strategy and our Renewable Hydrogen Action Plan, the Tasmanian

Government recognises that hydrogen will be an important enabler for the transition to a

clean energy system, especially where electrification is not a feasible alternative.”



While the announcement is a boon for Tasmania’s status as the renewable energy

powerhouse of Australia – the state was the first

(https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/12/tasmania-renewable-energy-sustainable-

hydropower/) to run solely on renewable energy in 2020 – the hard graft now will be the

preliminary works to investigate feasibility, financial modelling, land use and access and

stakeholder negotiations.

8
Shares

 Share (https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://reneweconomy.com.a
with-solar-farm-on-airport-land/)

 Tweet
(https://twitter.com/share?&text=Launceston%20looks%20at%20making%
site%20with%20solar%20farm%20on%20airport%20land&url=https://rene
hydrogen-on-site-with-solar-farm-on-airport-land/)



(mailto:?subject=Launceston%20looks%20at%20making%20green%20hydroge
site%20with%20solar%20farm%20on%20airport%20land&body=Launceston%2
site%20with%20solar%20farm%20on%20airport%20land%20https://renewecono
hydrogen-on-site-with-solar-farm-on-airport-land/)


(https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://reneweconomy.com
site-with-solar-farm-on-airport-land/)


(http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=https://reneweconomy.com.au/launces
farm-on-airport-land/)


(whatsapp://send?text=https://reneweconomy.com.au/launceston-looks-at-makin
land/)


(fb-messenger://share/?link=https://reneweconomy.com.au/launceston-looks-at-m
airport-land/)


(https://t.me/share/url?&text=Launceston%20looks%20at%20making%20green%
site%20with%20solar%20farm%20on%20airport%20land&url=https://renewecon
hydrogen-on-site-with-solar-farm-on-airport-land/)


(http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https://reneweconomy.com.au/launceston-loo
on-airport-land/)

← Previous Next →

8

Amalyah Hart (https://reneweconomy.com.au/author/amalyah-hart/)

Amalyah Hart is a science journalist based in Melbourne.

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/12/tasmania-renewable-energy-sustainable-hydropower/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://reneweconomy.com.au/launceston-looks-at-making-green-hydrogen-on-site-with-solar-farm-on-airport-land/
https://twitter.com/share?&text=Launceston%20looks%20at%20making%20green%20hydrogen%20on-site%20with%20solar%20farm%20on%20airport%20land&url=https://reneweconomy.com.au/launceston-looks-at-making-green-hydrogen-on-site-with-solar-farm-on-airport-land/
mailto:?subject=Launceston%20looks%20at%20making%20green%20hydrogen%20on-site%20with%20solar%20farm%20on%20airport%20land&body=Launceston%20looks%20at%20making%20green%20hydrogen%20on-site%20with%20solar%20farm%20on%20airport%20land%20https://reneweconomy.com.au/launceston-looks-at-making-green-hydrogen-on-site-with-solar-farm-on-airport-land/
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://reneweconomy.com.au/launceston-looks-at-making-green-hydrogen-on-site-with-solar-farm-on-airport-land/
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=https://reneweconomy.com.au/launceston-looks-at-making-green-hydrogen-on-site-with-solar-farm-on-airport-land/
whatsapp://send?text=https://reneweconomy.com.au/launceston-looks-at-making-green-hydrogen-on-site-with-solar-farm-on-airport-land/
fb-messenger://share/?link=https://reneweconomy.com.au/launceston-looks-at-making-green-hydrogen-on-site-with-solar-farm-on-airport-land/
https://t.me/share/url?&text=Launceston%20looks%20at%20making%20green%20hydrogen%20on-site%20with%20solar%20farm%20on%20airport%20land&url=https://reneweconomy.com.au/launceston-looks-at-making-green-hydrogen-on-site-with-solar-farm-on-airport-land/
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https://reneweconomy.com.au/launceston-looks-at-making-green-hydrogen-on-site-with-solar-farm-on-airport-land/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/author/amalyah-hart/


Give us more load! Why South Australia is

trying to switch off everyone’s rooftop solar

(https://reneweconomy.com.au/give-us-

more-load-why-south-australia-is-trying-to-

switch-off-everyones-rooftop-solar/)

AEMC doubles electricity price cap to

accommodate volatile and costly fossil fuels

(https://reneweconomy.com.au/aemc-

doubles-electricity-price-cap-to-

accommodate-volatile-and-costly-fossil-

fuels/)

ACT launches tender for community battery to support all-electric solar suburb
(https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/act-launches-tender-for-community-battery-to-
support-all-electric-solar-suburb/)

by Sophie Vorrath (//onestepoffthegrid.com.au) on 16 November 2022

(https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/act-launches-tender-for-community-battery-to-support-all-

electric-solar-suburb/)

(https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/coastal-town-becomes-first-in-australia-to-trial-green-

hydrogen-to-replace-dirty-diesel/)

https://reneweconomy.com.au/give-us-more-load-why-south-australia-is-trying-to-switch-off-everyones-rooftop-solar/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/aemc-doubles-electricity-price-cap-to-accommodate-volatile-and-costly-fossil-fuels/
https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/act-launches-tender-for-community-battery-to-support-all-electric-solar-suburb/
https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/
https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/act-launches-tender-for-community-battery-to-support-all-electric-solar-suburb/
https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/coastal-town-becomes-first-in-australia-to-trial-green-hydrogen-to-replace-dirty-diesel/


Coastal town becomes first in Australia to trial green hydrogen to replace dirty
diesel (https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/coastal-town-becomes-first-in-australia-to-
trial-green-hydrogen-to-replace-dirty-diesel/)

by Sophie Vorrath (//onestepoffthegrid.com.au) on 14 November 2022

Solar Insiders Podcast: The dumb decisions holding back rooftop PV
(https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/solar-insiders-podcast-the-dumb-decisions-
holding-back-rooftop-pv/)

by Giles Parkinson and Nigel Morris (//onestepoffthegrid.com.au) on 10 November 2022

(https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/solar-insiders-podcast-the-dumb-decisions-holding-back-

rooftop-pv/)

(https://thedriven.io/2022/11/16/hyundai-ioniq-6-first-edition-sells-out-in-under-24-hours/)

https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/coastal-town-becomes-first-in-australia-to-trial-green-hydrogen-to-replace-dirty-diesel/
https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/
https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/solar-insiders-podcast-the-dumb-decisions-holding-back-rooftop-pv/
https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/
https://onestepoffthegrid.com.au/solar-insiders-podcast-the-dumb-decisions-holding-back-rooftop-pv/
https://thedriven.io/2022/11/16/hyundai-ioniq-6-first-edition-sells-out-in-under-24-hours/


Hyundai Ioniq 6 ‘First Edition’ sells out in under 24 hours
(https://thedriven.io/2022/11/16/hyundai-ioniq-6-first-edition-sells-out-in-under-24-
hours/)

by Joshua S. Hill (//thedriven.io) on 16 November 2022

Tesla recalls more than 1,000 Model S and Model X in Australia due to steering fault
(https://thedriven.io/2022/11/16/tesla-recalls-more-than-1000-model-s-and-model-x-
in-australia-due-to-steering-fault/)

by Giles Parkinson (//thedriven.io) on 16 November 2022

Oil giant BP launches EV charging brand, plans 600 stations across Australia
(https://thedriven.io/2022/11/16/oil-giant-bp-launches-ev-charging-brand-plans-600-
stations-across-australia/)

(https://thedriven.io/2022/11/16/tesla-recalls-more-than-1000-model-s-and-model-x-in-

australia-due-to-steering-fault/)

(https://thedriven.io/2022/11/16/oil-giant-bp-launches-ev-charging-brand-plans-600-stations-

across-australia/)

https://thedriven.io/2022/11/16/hyundai-ioniq-6-first-edition-sells-out-in-under-24-hours/
https://thedriven.io/
https://thedriven.io/2022/11/16/tesla-recalls-more-than-1000-model-s-and-model-x-in-australia-due-to-steering-fault/
https://thedriven.io/
https://thedriven.io/2022/11/16/oil-giant-bp-launches-ev-charging-brand-plans-600-stations-across-australia/
https://thedriven.io/2022/11/16/tesla-recalls-more-than-1000-model-s-and-model-x-in-australia-due-to-steering-fault/
https://thedriven.io/2022/11/16/oil-giant-bp-launches-ev-charging-brand-plans-600-stations-across-australia/


by Bryce Gaton (//thedriven.io) on 16 November 2022

Multimedia

 Energy Insiders Podcast: Brookfield’s $20 billion green energy plans
(https://reneweconomy.com.au/energy-insiders-podcast-brookfields-20-billion-green-
energy-plans/)
11 Nov 2022 1

 Solar Insiders Podcast: The dumb decisions holding back rooftop PV
(https://reneweconomy.com.au/solar-insiders-podcast-the-dumb-decisions-holding-
back-rooftop-pv/)
10 Nov 2022 6

https://thedriven.io/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/energy-insiders-podcast-brookfields-20-billion-green-energy-plans/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/energy-insiders-podcast-brookfields-20-billion-green-energy-plans/#disqus_thread
https://reneweconomy.com.au/solar-insiders-podcast-the-dumb-decisions-holding-back-rooftop-pv/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/solar-insiders-podcast-the-dumb-decisions-holding-back-rooftop-pv/#disqus_thread


 Solar nears 60pct of grid generation for first time, taking biggest bite yet out of
coal’s lunch (https://reneweconomy.com.au/solar-nears-60pct-of-grid-generation-for-
first-time-taking-biggest-bite-yet-out-of-coals-lunch/)
7 Nov 2022 130

 Energy Insiders Podcast: Solar tiles and electric Tuk Tuks
(https://reneweconomy.com.au/energy-insiders-podcast-solar-tiles-and-electric-tuk-
tuks/)
4 Nov 2022 2

https://reneweconomy.com.au/solar-nears-60pct-of-grid-generation-for-first-time-taking-biggest-bite-yet-out-of-coals-lunch/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/solar-nears-60pct-of-grid-generation-for-first-time-taking-biggest-bite-yet-out-of-coals-lunch/#disqus_thread
https://reneweconomy.com.au/energy-insiders-podcast-solar-tiles-and-electric-tuk-tuks/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/energy-insiders-podcast-solar-tiles-and-electric-tuk-tuks/#disqus_thread


 New renewables record as UK wind generation blows past 20GW
(https://reneweconomy.com.au/new-renewables-record-as-uk-wind-generation-blows-
past-20gw/)
4 Nov 2022 10

 The stunning wind and solar leaps in Australia’s most advanced renewable grids
(https://reneweconomy.com.au/the-stunning-wind-and-solar-leaps-in-australias-most-
advanced-renewable-grids/)
4 Nov 2022 28

https://reneweconomy.com.au/new-renewables-record-as-uk-wind-generation-blows-past-20gw/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/new-renewables-record-as-uk-wind-generation-blows-past-20gw/#disqus_thread
https://reneweconomy.com.au/the-stunning-wind-and-solar-leaps-in-australias-most-advanced-renewable-grids/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/the-stunning-wind-and-solar-leaps-in-australias-most-advanced-renewable-grids/#disqus_thread


About RenewEconomy (https://reneweconomy.com.au/about/)

Contact Us (https://reneweconomy.com.au/contact/)

Merchandise (https://reneweconomy.wpengine.com/solar-future-t-shirts/)

Jobs Board (https://reneweconomy.com.au/jobs-board/)

Webinars (https://reneweconomy.com.au/category/multimedia/webinars/)

Donate (https://reneweconomy.com.au/donate/)

Glossary (https://reneweconomy.com.au/98687-2/)


0 Comments 1 Login

LOG IN WITH OR SIGN UP WITH DISQUS 

Name

Start the discussion…

?

Sort by Newest ⥅

Be the first to comment.

Subscribe✉ Privacy🔒 Do Not Sell My Data⚠

RenewEconomy Comment Policy

We welcome relevant and respectful discussion, but rudeness and personal attacks will not be tolerated.

Please read our Comment Policy before commenting.



https://reneweconomy.com.au/about/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/contact/
https://reneweconomy.wpengine.com/solar-future-t-shirts/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/jobs-board/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/category/multimedia/webinars/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/donate/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/98687-2/
https://disqus.com/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/466259-privacy-policy
https://disqus.com/data-sharing-settings/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/comment-policy/


Advertise (https://reneweconomy.com.au/advertise/)

Press Releases (https://reneweconomy.com.au/category/press-releases/)

Governments & Companies (https://reneweconomy.com.au/governments-companies/)

Terms of Use (https://reneweconomy.com.au/terms/)

 (https://reneweconomy.com.au/)

@ Copyright RenewEconomy 2020. All rights reserved.

Get up to 3 quotes from pre-vetted solar (and battery) installers.

Postcode

 ()

https://reneweconomy.com.au/advertise/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/category/press-releases/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/governments-companies/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/terms/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/launceston-looks-at-making-green-hydrogen-on-site-with-solar-farm-on-airport-land/

